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Afghanistan is gearing up for
election. Not all arc enthusiastic
about it, some arc even pessimis-
tic. Many do not see much future
for Afghanistan. Many young
people even think of leaving the
country. Some are sceptical of the
quality and scope of democracy in
Afghanistan. The understanding
of democracy may vary from peo-
ple to people but one can sense
the spirit of freedom in the air.
There are many opinions and
views about democracy butalarge
population of Afghanistan want
it.

Itis very encouraging to read
in the news reports that since the
fall of the Taleban in 2001, more
than 4.2 million children have
returned to school. Out of which
girls make up just 35% of the
school population however it is a
huge increase compared to Tale-
bag_ regime where they were
banned from schools. There are
two-thirds of Afghans over the
age of 15 who cannot read and
write. People want equal oppor-
tunity and access to education for
Afghan women and men. On
25th November 2009 the BBC
internet news reported that Af-
ghanistan has some of the world’s
worst health indicators, with an
average life expectancy of 43
years. About one in five children
diesbefore his/her fifth birthday.
The news also reported that the
country has one of the highest
maternal mortality rates in the
world - at nearly one in 50 births.
BBC on health status in Badaks-
han reported that for almost 16
babies born, one woman dies in
labour. People want a healthy Af-
ghanistan where people do not
suffer and die a premature death
duetolack of health facilities and
health care for common citizens.
Afghan women want to be seen
and treated as equals at all levels
including rebuilding of Afghani-
stan. All women especially the sin-
gle mothers and women from
poor strata of society want safety
and security for their children,
their family and themselves not
only physical but social as well.

- apljpreung peaplein Afgﬁan»
“istan want to study, find gainful
employment, work hard to raise a
family and live a dignified life. The
cost of living is high in Afghani-
stan and many cannot afford it.
In some cases especially from
some of the southern districts
peovle ninmilitary forces - either

Afghanistan
after five years of democracy

By Jimmy Dabhi

the reality does not match. Who
is responsible for this mismatch
between dream and reality? With-
out playing a blame game we need
to examine some of the issues
which may throw light on what
needs to be done, how and who
can take greater responsibility.

It is a common and widely
shared belief that a lot of money
has been poured into Afghani-
stan and yet one wonders where
all that money has gone. One can-
not rule out the fact that money
has been promised but the prom-
ises are yet to be fulfilled. George
Alagiah in BBC News November
2008 reported that ordinary Af-
ghans have known for some time
that the liberation of 2001 offered
more promise than delivery. Even
if this was the case there is a huge
amount of financial support
which has come in for specific
support and projects and people
know that it has not gone where
it should have - for development,
health care, education, infrastruc-
ture suchas roads, gutter system,

-affordable housing etc. No doubt
some work hasbeen doneand one

all groups and communities in
decision making, planning and
sharing the fruits of development
atall levels. Nepotism is taken for
granted at all levels but it does
not help in providing employ-
ment opportunity to all and espe-
cially to those who need most.
Consumerism and disparity
between a few that have and mass-
es that do not have is growing at
alarming rate in Afghanistan.
Imitating the west in life style
without having their kind of re-
sources and management will not
help us in Afghanistan. It will
create waste of resources and in-
crease the gap between the rich
and the poor, fuming undesired
conflict between those who have
and those who do not. There are
a few who have plenty of assets
and wealth. On the other hand
there is increasing poverty and
destitution. An estimate suggests
that there are 60,000 beggars of
which 4000 are children in Kabul
alone. One can see women with
children begging on the street
some of them sitting in a puddle
of water in the middle of Barakhy
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can see it around but after 8 years
of change in regime people expect
much more. There are issues of
governance, legislation, execu-
tion, management, financial and
social audit to ensure that the re-
sources are well used and put at
the service of people and not pock-
eted by a few. Corruption and
mismanagement at high up is
contiguous and easily spreads in
the entire system at all level. Not
much can be achieved by penalis-
ing a small fry when the rich and
powerful go scot-free. Corruption
has to stop at all level beginning
from top. It is responsibility of
the leglslatures executives that
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tors and various projects is well
utilised and as per the scheduled.
The judiciary needs to plavan ac-
tive role in ensuring that the cul-
prits are brought to the book.
Building Afghanistan needs
commitment from all. A student
in Ramvan lact vear caid that oth.

road in Kabul shivering in cold.
Luxurious life style of a few and
glaring inequality is jarring when
millions find hard to make two
ends meet. Afghanistan at this
stage needs productive use of fi-
nances and resources.

The situation of many farm-
ers and nomads who comprise
about three-quarters of the Af-
ghan population calls for concern
and attention of various agencies
particularly the government. An
Estimate suggests that there is
only about 12% of the land is ara-
ble for such a big agrarian popu-
lation. War and drought have left
ab()ut half()f thc rural p()pulatl()n

The UNH(,R (20()’)) upmt
ed that Afghanistan witnessed
one of the largest repatriation
movements in 2002, with more
than 1.8 million refugees and
some 600,000 internally displaced
persons (IDPs) returning volun-

tarily tey ra_octablich thatr livvan .-

ing the ‘recognised’ refugees to
return. The situation of unrec-
ognised refugees in Iran and Pa-
kistan is a major concern. A com-
bine effort by many agencies and
political will on the part of the
governments is needed to inte-
grate these people into main
stream of Afghanistan. The rich
and influential returnees can
fend for themselves but what
about those who have nowhere
to go and no livelihood to depend
on. '

Health and education are im-
portant pillars of human devel-
opment. Afghanistan needs these
pillars to be stronger and of qual-
ity. It is heartening to see young
girls and boys going to school,
education centres and university.
Education, research, development
of people, development of public
infrastructure and nation build-
ing go hand in hand. There is
plenty of scope to enhance our
efforts in this direction. The gov-
ernment must collaborateand en-
courage genuine NGOs to sup-
port the government in rebuild-
ing the country. Bad experience
with a few NGOs may end up
throwing baby with the bath wa-
ter and Afghanistan cannot af-
ford to frighten good people who
want help and stand by Afghani-
stan in spite of the difficulties.

The international communi-
ty has a legitimate and relevant
role to play if it wish to do so.
Dolling out money or having
feather in their cap that they have .
contributed does not take us too
far. Systematic and responsible
concerted efforts are need on the
part of the government to take
the civil society and good NGOs
in confidence. Greater transpar-
ency, accountability and rust have
to be exhibited by all the parties
for greater good of Afghanistan.

The responsibility of rebuild-
ing Afghanistan needs to be more
cffectively shared and coordinat-
ed. The tasks can be further dis-
tributed among the international
community based on their com-
prtencies and capability. Fou ex-

ampl( a group nt countries may
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like to invest in public infrastruc-
tures facilities such as sewage, |
roads, electricity, water supply etc.
Yes another sct of countries can
contribute in agriculture devel-
opment and improvement of ir-
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family and live a dignified lifc. The
cost of living is high in Afghani-
stan and many cannot afford it.
In some cases especially from
some of the southern districts
people join military forces - either
the government or the Taleban -
because they need to feed their
families. They do not want to be
compclled to leave the country but
contribute to the building of Af-
ghanistan they and their children
will be proud of.

There is a big gap between
what people want and what they
have. The aspiration of people and
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The judiciary needs to play an ac-
tive role in ensuring that the cul-
prits are brought to the book.
Building Afghanistan needs
commitment from all. A student
in Bamyan last year said that cth-
nicity is greater than nationality
in Afghanistan. One has to put
aside cthnic loyalty and look at
Afghanistan as a whole. Vulnera-
ble communities, marginalised
ethnic groups, and deprived sec-
tions of Afghan society have to
beincluded in the process of de-
velopment. Political will and ex-
ecutive skillsare needed to include

The state-run daily Kabul Times writes: NATO at 60, ex-

A quick look at Afghan media
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one of the largest repatriation
movements in 2002, with more
than 1.8 million refugees and
some 600,000 internally displaced
persons (IDPs) returning volun-
tarily to re-establish their lives.
Some three million still remain
abroad. There has been massive
internal displacement, especially
in the south as a result of the in-
surgency - which has intensified
since 2006. Government has a
massive population of returnces
and internally displaced popula-
tion to take care. I’he UNHCR has
done commendable work in help-
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tures facilities such as sewage, -
roads, clectricity, water supply etc.
Yes another set of countries can
contribute in agriculture devel-
opment and improvement of ir-
rigation. Polluted and contami-
nated environment as well deplet-
ing natural resources are serious
threats to Afghanistan. A fow
courtiers have to specifically fo-
cus on these issues. Duplication
as well uncqual distribution of
resOurces in various provinces
have to be avoided for inclusive
development. Often it is the most
remote and neglected ...P4

pectations of Afghans. _

Co-hosted by France and Germany, the NATO members
following the G20 summit meeting gathered to celebrate the
60th anniversary of the alliance to generalize historical experi-
ences.

The independent daily Outlook Afghanistan writes: Trag-
edy of human trafficking.

In a most terrible tragedy of human smuggling, 50 people
have been found dead and dozens suffocated in a container in

Quetta city of southeastern Pakistan on Saturday, April 04, 2009.
Most of the dead are Afghans being smuggled to Iran via Paki-
stanfor illegal immigration to European countries. ‘

The daily 8 Soob reports: As a result of militants attack in
border area of Afghanistan with Iran in Farah province, three
employees of a transportation company and one policeman were
killed and another was wounded.

The independent daily newspaper, Cheragh reports: Af-
ghan and Coalition forces killed four insurgents during an oper-

ation in Logar province.
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family and live a dignified life. The
cost of living is high in Afghani-
stan and many cannot afford it.
In some cases especially from
some of the southern districts
people join military forces - either
the government or the Taleban -
because they neced to feed their
families. They do not want to be
compelled to leave the country but
contribute to the building of Af-
ghanistan they and their children
will be proud of.

There is a big gap between
what people want and what they
have. The aspiration of people and

pectations of Afghans.

The judiciary needs to play an ac-
tive role in ensuring that the cul-
prits are brought to the book.
Building Afghanistan needs
commitment from all. A student
in Bamyan last year said that eth-
nicity is greater than nationalitv
in Afghanistan. One has to put
aside ethnic loyalty and look at
Afghanistan as a whole. Vulnera-
ble communities, marginalised
cthnic groups, and deprived sec-
tions of Afghan society have to
beincluded in the process of de-
velopment. Political will and ex-
ecutive skillsare needed to include
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one of the largest repatriation
movements in 2002, with more
than 1.8 million refugees and
some 600,000 internally displaced
persons (IDPs) returning volun-
tarily to re-establish their lives.
Some three million still remain
abroad. There has been massive
internal displacement, especially
in the south as aresult of the in-
surgency - which has intensified
since 2006. Government has a
massive population of returnces
and internally displaced popula-
tion to take care. T'he UNHCR has
done commendable work in help-

A quick look at Afghan media

The state-run daily Kabul Times writes: NATO at 60, ex-

Co-hosted by France and Germany, the NATO members
following the G20 summit meeting gathered to celebrate the
60th anniversary of the alliance to generalize historical experi-
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have been found dead and dozens suffocated in a container in
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tures facilities such as sewage,
roads, electricity, water supply etc.
Yes another set of countries can
contribute in agriculture devel-
opment and improvement of ir-
rigation. Polluted and contamii-
nated environment as well deplet-
ing natural resources are serious
threats to Afghanistan. A few
courtiers have to specifically fo-
cus on these issues. Duplication
as well uncqual distribution of
resources in various provinces
have to be avoided for inclusive
development. Often it is the most
remote and neglected ...P4

Quetta city of southeastern Pakistan on Saturday, April 04, 2009.
Most of the dead are Afghans being smuggled to Iran via Paki-
stanfor illegal immigration to European countries.

The daily 8 Soob reports: As a result of militants attack in _ |
border area of Afghanistan with Iran in Farah province, three
employees of a transportation company and one policeman were

killed and another was wounded.

The independent daily newspaper, Cheragh reports: Af-
ghan and Coalition forces killed four insurgents during an oper-

ation in Logar province.
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Police training program
starts in Kabul

KABUL: Police training pro-
gram aiming good behavior
with people and victims of
family violence started in Kab-
ul on Sunday. Through this
program, in six periods about
300 policemen and 50 police
officers will be trained.

Fezeh Hussaini, Head of
Public Information and Advo-
cacy Office of the United Na-
tions Development Program
{UNDP) in a telephonic con-
versation with Afghanistan
Times on Sunday said that the
‘program is jointly conducted
by the Ministry of Interior, the
UNDP and International Po-
lice Coordination Secretariat
for six weeks.

According to her, 300 ex-
perienced and professional
policemen and policewomen
would get training and skills
that how to register and pros-
ecute violence and criminal

AT Newé Bureau

cases.

She said that the issues of
women in the police offices are
not completely prosecuted in
the country.

The program is financed
by German government and
Swiss Agency for Internation-
al Development. The police
officers from six regional zones
have participated the training
workshop in Kabul.

After the workshop, the
participant police officers
would raise the information of
other police officers who are
in duty in their areas. The
workshop will continue for five
weeks in Kabul and the work-
shop would be held in Balkh
province.

According to the Afghani-
stan Independent Human
Rights Commission, some cas-
es have been registered in the
commission that police offi-

cials have annoyed the victims
and accused.

Shamsullah Ahmadzai, the
in charge of Human Rights Vi-
olation Monitoring Depart-
ment in Afghanistan Indepen-
dent Human Rights Commis-
sion in an interview with Af-
ghanistan Times said that the
commission has registered a
case in Kabul city that an ac-
cused woman was annoyed by
police officials last year, add-
ing that the commission has
contacted with Kabul Police
Headquarters and solved the
problem.

According to him, in the
ongoing year no case of police
bad behavior with the victims
or arrested people referred to
the commission. Some police
officers are uneducated and it
can cause the bad behavior of
police officers with people who
are arresting by them. -

30 more
militants killed
in Mohmand
offensive

ISLAMSBAD In a fresh
ground and air offensive in
Mohmand Agency of Pakistan
near the Afghan border, as
many as 30 suspected Taliban
have been killed, security offi-
cials said Sunday.

Pakistani sccurity forces
backed by gunship helicopters
and artillery pounded suspect-
¢d hideouts of the militants on
Saturday night in Anbar Tehsil
of the lawless tribal region dur-
ing the operation that contin-
ued till Sunday morning, a lo-
cal official, Bashir Khan told
Pajhwok Afghan News.

Khan said that 30 Taliban
were killed and more than a
dozen were wounded in the
offensive.

He said the forces also lost
a personnel and eight more
sustained injuries during the
operation. (PAN)

Afghanistan after five years of democracy

From P2
provinces that need more atten-
tions and resources.

The local as well as interna-
tional NGOs must be credited for
the good work they have done.
However caution is required that
their life style, their salaries do
not upset the purchasing power
of the locals and ordinary wage
earners. Security is a problem for
many of these NGOs to work at
the grassroots but bearing in
mind this limitation greater care
and concern is needed that assis-
tance and support goes where

needed most. People also must be

considerate not to demand unrea-
sonable and unsustainable salary
from NGOs which have genuine
desire to contribute to develop-
ment of Afghanistan.
Afghanistan needs to devel-
opastrong civil society. Of course
civil society is always diverse and

often fragmented. However de-
mocracy to flourish requires a
vibrant civil society and civil soci-
ety organisations. A civil society
focused on public interest and
public action is often a challenge
and threat to people in power, es-
tablishments and vested interests
but then without it democracy
becomes weak.

Afghanistan expects support
from the neighbouring countries,
their governments and non-State
actors to rebuild itself. The role
plaid by the neighbouring coun-
tries in Afghanistan is looked
with certain apprehension. The
polity, economy and social culture
are influenced by these neigh-
bours in one way or the other.
Therefore good relationship
which enhances bilateral trade,
technological development and
overall well being of both the
countries is important. However

the negative influence and impact
needs to be firmly resisted.

The Universities, research
organisations and academia have
to do their bit in terms carrying
out research at various levels pro-
viding data and analysis so that
the policies and programmes de-
signed and implemented by gov-
ernment and other agencies are
more informed and effective. In-
clusive and sustainable develop-
ment needs sustained researchiin
various sectors.

Research and evaluation unit
(AREU) in the report (May 17/

2009) stated “Afghanistan faces’

intensifying threats from insur-
gency, opium and popular discon-
tent. While these threats require
immediate action, they will be
properly solved only by the emer-
gence of a stronger state and com-
prehensive improvementsin gov-

ernance” People of Afghanistan
deserve abetter quality of polity.
It is possible and needs political
will on the part of the politicians,
ministers and determination of
the part of the bureaucrats for
effective execution of good poli-
cies and programmes. The citi-
zens of Afghanistan expect Poli-
ticians, Ministers and bureau-
crats are to serve people and not
lord over them. We need to cre-
ate an enlightened, responsible
and competent cadre of politicians
and bureaucrats in Afghanistan.
One does not need to import
them; we need to encourage those
that are and promote and train
more of them in the years to come
for effective and people centric
governance in Afghanistan we
want to live in.

(Jimmy Dabhi, Ph.D., Vis-
iting Professor — Herat and
Bamyan University)
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