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PERSPECTIVE ON CHILDREN [N INDIA

Children are not a homogeneous category. Like sdtltiey are divided into different
categories based on social and economic statusjgathyand mental ability, geographical
location etc. These differences determine the wiffee in the degree of their
vulnerability.

Any analysis on the situation of children must belerstood within the context of the
economic and political changes in the country. @tipular importance are globalisation
and liberalisation, and the gender, caste andioebgattitudes that prevail today. All these
add to children's vulnerability and affect any actthat may be taken for them. While
gender discrimination exists almost all over therldjoit is much greater in some
countries; India is definitely one of them due t® gaste based social structure. Girls are
more vulnerable in situations such as poverty, liisg homelessness etc. and find
themselves doubly disadvantaged, by their sexs. therefore imperative to take a gender
perspective into account in examining the situatibohildren.

Some of the harsh facts
National Health Survey (2005-06), the all India rage for malnourished children is
47%, i.e. Every second child under 5 years is maisbed.
The all- India average of infant mortality rate @®lis 58 infant deaths for every 1000
live births and states like Uttar Pradesh (73),aBRjan (65), Arunachal Pradesh (61
and Guijarat (50) top the list.
1 in 4 adolescent girls between 15-19 years isigtarr
India is a home to one of the largest illiteratézenries in the world. 30 of 100 girls
who enter school do not complete primary —levelcation.
There are 170,000 children infected by HIV/AIDS lindia. 50% of new AIDS
infections are between -24 years

The government's approach remains largely welfafigdia is yet to adopt a single
comprehensive code that addresses the provisiotitedfluster Resource Centre (CRC).
Clearly the draft National Policy (Charter) for @men which has been recently passed in
parliament, and is envisaged as being such a t®degdequate as it does not address the
full range of rights. It does not make any refeeetiw the CRC. In the words of the Joint
Secretary Department of Women and Child, GOI, jiteees the 'essence of the CRC'
thereby does not need to refer to it!

An examination of the laws shows that although theymeant to protect the interests of
children, they have been formulated from the poinview of adults and not children.
They are neither child-centered, nor child friendipr do they always resonate with the
CRC.

The health of our children continues to be a mattagrave concern, especially in the wake of
growing privatisation of health services and th@reasing inaccessibility for the poor. This is a
particularly serious situation as environmental raldgtion and pollution lead to a further
deterioration in children's health. The workingdibans that many children are forced to suffer
worsens matters.
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The passing of the 93rd Amendment Bill (passed hes 86th Amendment to the
Constitution) making education a fundamental righbuld have been an occasion to
rejoice. Instead it has become an issue for andtherstruggle because it only reinforces
the lack of political will to make education unigat and accessible for all. By leaving out
those in the critical 0-6 years age group, putthrggonus of creating conditions on parents
for sending children to school and making it thindamental duty, by reinforcing
parallel streams of education, the amendment hes again sealed the fate of poor and
marginalised children.

Recognising the flaws of the 1986 Juvenile Justice the government passed the Juvenile
Justice (Care and Protection) Act, 2000. But theekjerk reaction in amending the law
without a wider discussion and consultation witiicchights practitioners has left many who
are concerned with children and work with them diedistressed and now the law is under
review.

The Child Labour (Prohibition and Regulation Actasvenacted in 1986, to specifically

address the situation of children in labour. Thw istinguishes between hazardous and
non-hazardous forms of labour, and identifies cerfmocesses and occupations from
which children are prohibited from working. It lezs/out a large range of activities that

children are engaged in and are exploited and abudee large-scale exploitation and

abuse of children employed in domestic work an@lsare cases in point.

Child trafficking is one of the most heinous mastéions of violence against children.
This is taking on alarming proportions - nationadlgd internationally. Although, very
little reliable data or documentation is availabieeetings and consultations across the
country have revealed the gravity and the extethisfcrime.

BSC’'S PERSPECTIVE ON CHILD DEVELOPMENT

Happiness, joy and laughter — that is all a chilgrld should consist of. After all,
childhood is perhaps the most special stage of Tifee thrust in defining child rights is
that each child is allowed to do activities thatkendner/his life happy, healthy and safe
along with responsibilities towards other childieamd adults, to make sure they get their
rights.

Various individuals, groups and non-government pizgtions (NGOs) working with and
for children feel that it is only with the ratifygnof the Child Rights Convention that
children’s rights to participation began gainingnfial recognition, although several had
initiated processes to enlist participation of dfeh and young adults long before the
CRC. There is, however, no universal or acceptdihiden of child participation and
each one has defined it according to their own stdeding. There is still a fairly long
journey before this ‘inclusion’ of children’s panipation is internalised and accepted
widely.

As the focus of BSC's interventions is fight agaite discriminatory structures — of caste,

gender, ethnicity, we see children as future ¢is2aeho are not adversely affected by existing
discriminatory structures and practices. This mdahat we should prepare children formal

schooling system, provide value based socializa®mell as will prepare them to promote

ideology of equality, justice and dignity. We see@ation is generally considered to be one of
the most powerful instruments of modernisation Bathan object of immediate consumption

and as a form of investment for future”.

In 1995, BSC initiated activities with Dalit chileln belonging mainly to the Valmiki
community in the Bhal area whereas in the Danta wework with Adivasi children through
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holding camps during vacation for school goingdreih of these communities. In 1997, BSC
set up the Bal Vikas Kendras (BVK — Child Developitn€entres) at the village level as first
planned intervention with children. The BVKs arage —level classrooms, one in each of
the programme villages, with a teacher in chargeach BVK. The Dalit or Adivasi children
of the village come here for a couple of hours eachnning for various activities aimed at
developing and sharpening the neuro-physio-motdls s&f the children. The activities
include: singing songs, acting/reciting storieskimg toys/pictures out of clay, leaves or other
waste articles.

DETAILS ABOUT BAL VIKAS KENDRA — BVK (CHILD DEVELOPMENT
CENTRES)

(l
Enhance children’s positive self image and fostpositive alternative behaviour and
attitudes among children (aged 3-14 years) throumhe based learning (equality,
justice and dignity) from early childhood througle@unter socialization process.
Enhancing the psychomotor skills in children inartb prepare them for the formal
education system

n2#  (( 0 2111# (00./1$1#
The project would target the Dalit, Koli (AdivasiMuslim children with a special
emphasis on the girl child.
Educational activities with the children aged 3 ye@ars
Leadership development programme with Kishor JwHolescent children aged
between 7 and 14 years)
Training teachers to run BVKs in each village
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Till now, 74 BVK has been catering to 1,850 chilli&f the marginalized sections, aged
between 3 and 6 years as well as 7 to 14 years.

(( #s1#  (( % 2#u3 2(#8 3

Motivate the children (and their parents) for non-formal etion and thus take
advantage of the BVKSs in the village;

Enhance their (children’s) learning and foster esifpee self image from early
childhood through a counter socialisation process;

To foster alternative attitudes and behaviours ayamildren with value based learning
so that these children are less prone to becortimsiof caste and gender ideologies;
Enhancing the psychomotor skills in children inesrdo prepare them for the formal
education system;

Develop leadership qualities among adolescent relmilcalong with enhancing non-
formal and formal education.

DETAILS OF BVK CENTRES:
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Initially 60 centres were started in Vav, Bhachad &apar talukas; each taluka having 20
centres. In 2006, it was found that 20 centres wkrsed down, of which 10 new centres
were started at new locations.

Year Talukas No of centres No. of children Total
Boys Girls
2003 Vav 20 233 240 473
Bhachau 20 244 237 481
Rapar 20 234 234 470
Total 60 711 711 1424
2006 Vav 20 207 222 429
Bhachau 15 187 147 334
Rapar 10 207 216 424
Malia 5 54 71 125
Total 50 655 656 1312

BVK CURRICULUM :

In all the BVK centers; children were taught andegi information on different topics like

“My body and I, Rain, Agriculture and insects, Armil®, Birds, Trees and Plants, Fruits
and Flowers, Seasons and Months, Relations Retfat@ed Family, Means of

Transportation” They also conduct activities likghibition, Campaign and Awareness
Rally.

The curriculum ‘Gammat Sathe Gadhtar’ is used wtiab been designed by BSC and
now used in all the BVK centers. It was observedollyer Anganwadis teachers and
government officers; how useful and convenient $lyifabus was in teaching the children.
The ICDS department of Bhuj, Kachchh district agng this syllabus as a training
material to train the Anganwadi teachers of Kachdiskrict.

BVK incorporates the following components and infoation.

a. Health and hygiene - Nutrition programme for BVKdarygienic habits

b. Psychomotor skills through story telling, paper kyatrawing and colouring, clay
work, skit, playing indoor and outdoor games

c. Socio-psycho development - Self development, vahssed socialisation,
Language development exercises and developmenstifidt based identification
of things

d. Applied knowledge

e. Attendance of children in each BVK — ensuring geegarticipation of girls
f. Enrolment to primary school for primary education
Details of School Admission
No Year wise school admission
Taluka 2004-05 2005-06 2006-07
Boys Girls | Total | Boys Girls | Total | Boys | Girls | Total
1. |Vav 80 57 137 58 65 123 70 80 150
(58.4%)| (41.6%)| (100%)| (47.2%)| (52.8%)| (100%)| (46.7%)| (53.3%)| (100%)
2. | Bhacha 19 29 38 58 68 123 52 44 96
u (39.6%)| (60.4%)| (100%)| (46%) | (54%) | (100%)| (54.2%) (45.8%) (100%)
3. | Rapar 53 17 70 65 38 103 93 108 201
(75.7%)| (24.3%)| (100%)| (63.1%)| (36.9%)| (100%)| (46.3%)| (53.7%)| (100%)
Total 152 103 245 181 171 215 232 447
(59.6% | (40.4% | (100%) | (51.4%)| (48.6%)|(100%)| (48.1%) | (51.9) | (100%)
) )
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As shown above, in the three years of BVK a tofall@4 children were admitted to
BVKs.
Out of this, 548 are boys and 506 are girls.

In the year 2004-5, the lowest percent of admissieas by girls (24.3%).

In 2005 — 06, in Vav, 55%, Bhachau 38%, and Rapbr 28% admissions took place.

RESPONSEOF PARENTS AFTER VISITING CHILDREN 'S EXHIBITIONS OR BVK:
Parents are willing to contribute Rs. 50/- towanatsning the BVK in Abdavas in Bhachau
taluka since January 2008.

Parents opined in Maliya taluka that they will l¢iae for collection of fee to run BVK.
They are convinced that this activity is bettemthanganwadi.
SHARING DONE BY BVK TEACHERS:
These children are fearless, energetic and enstigsia
They will continue to study in the schools and witit drop out; they are regular in
their schools (in attendance).
They communicate better & have a good grasping polwehe class, when a teacher
asks questions, most BVK children readily raisedsaio answer.
They treat one another with respect.
They are now an inspiration to the other childrethie school.

THE MAJOR LEARNING AND ACHIEVEMENTS OF BVK CHILDREN HAS BEEN IN THE
AREA OF:

Values internalised Hygiene, equality, Gender equality, Discipline,arte work,
Implementation of learning mutual respect and ie=pect.

Knowledge gained Seasons, calendar, Festivals, Debates on differtentemporary
subjects, map reading, logistics, general knowledfjesurrounding as well as social
studies etc.

Leadership Many rallies on different festivals & human righ&dated topics were carried
out where the BVK children exhibited leadershiprétiative by holding the flags,
shouting slogans & maintaining team spirit.

ACTIVITIES WITH CHILDREN BETWEEN 7-14Y EARS:
The information of different subjects like CivicScience, History, Environment and
Geography is given to children during the 2 hours.

The other activities conducted with children areuéational rallies / Street Plays,

Children’s issues raised or dealt by children, @eléng Children’s Day, Tree plantation

program, publishing Newsletter, Health and Hygie@areer/Professional Guidance and
Skill development.

The major activities for these children were catriait at villages (discussion, meeting,
doing craft work,), during camps (away from homedl aultural activities / programmes.

Celebration of Children are aware about Child rights and the dihrea imperative,
Children’s Day, discrimination observed in formal education witHgchildren, Dalits,
Independence Day Muslims, Kolis, state of primary schools in theaare

Every year, 350 — 500 parents participated in #ebtation and th
contribution given by them has now totalled to at#st 2500/-

The programmes gave a platform to village womeiprsent theil
stories by way of discussion or through the sohgg sang.

U

34



Most parents felt proud of their children’s papation & their ability to
express, communicate with fearlessness and gsnieediappy

Vanchit Adhikar
Jagruti Yatra &
Shiksan Yatra

This activity undertaken for spreading awarenessuth cultural
performances by children. This has resulted intdggxript based play
skits and theme based songs.

The performances by children show fearlessnessal scammitment,
creativity, versatility in role play and working eadre — child to child.

Organising camps
— away from home,
Children
Entertainment

learnt about caste based discrimination, need &@rdegr equality
health related problems solved through hygienecarid sense
developed a sense of ‘adventure’, cultural perfortea, publig
speaking

12

L

4%

Fair the camps sought to relate the syllabus of the dbsystem to thei
immediate environment to generate a scientific ®mand enhanc
their general knowledge

Meeting / ability to see and understand events logically agnah least 209

competitions /
discussions /
Elocutions / debate
/ recitation/ games

children
ability to articulate issue that they are speakipgesenting among &
least 30% children

skill of public speaking is developed among atid&86 children

At

Craft work,
cultural
programmes

a group of children in made each taluka has beendd who are abl
to conduct street plays, sing songs and dance liticpfor various
purposes — awareness, interaction with childrergehg to othe
areas, of different age, etc.

at least 50% children have learnt to make postatk @ctures tg
spread socially relevant messages

11%

Savings

This is not a part of project but some childrenrteth saving ang
therefore most of the Kishor juth has saving ragdiom Rs. 300/- tq
2000/- over last 24 months

Some groups have decided to buy necessary materialipporting
their activities, e.g. Chotha nesada need a fateir class, maliya
children wish to organise an outing, etc.

A

Preparing
magazine

A group of children meet regularly and prepare enhimagazine -

riddles, write up sharing their experiences, laaggj songs, etc

M EGHDHANUSH: MONTHLY MAGAZINE
Meghdhanushi{The Rainbow) is the monthly magazine publishedhy children and it
has been renamed as “Gyan Nu Ajwalu” by the childhildren editorial committee has
been appointed to look into the articles writterthwy children. They meet every month to
discuss the content, process the content and e par printing the magazine.

SAVING ACTIVITY :

The children have also started savings activiti€ildren deposit one rupee per month.
Children have decided that the utilization of sgvimould be for incurring expenses of
village level activities and for village level mewjs. A record book would be maintained
for savings and utilization at village level.

Total Savings Taluka wise as of March 2008

Talukas No. of Saving Groups Total Savings (Rs.)

Bhachau 28 1208
Rapar 42 728
Maliya 15 1305
Vav 25 1400
Total 110 4,641

People’s participation in various events:

| District | 2003 | 2004 | 2005 |
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Children Parents Children Parents Children Parents
Girls | Boys| Female| Male | Girls | Boys| Female| Male | Girls | Boys| Female| Male

Banaskanthp 99 | 114 50 48| 130 188 3 59 201 289 30 B2

Kutch 78 | 117] 100| 135% 108 251 29 248 113 176 13 35

The parents and other people have participatedriows events over last 5 years, such as,
celebration of 1% November, Independence Day, Shikshan Yatra, etc.
People’s contribution Total about Rs. 7,000/- have been donated byé#nents who
participated in various events over last 5 yeamnfrfield areas. This is seen as
‘people’s contribution’ towards the cause and atugesto further the cause; it thus
occupies importance in this context.
People’s participation For celebration of Children’s Day and IndependebDay over
last 5 years, total 2422 children (1136 boys ar@bldirls) and 686 parents (484 males
and 202 females) have participated. In ‘shikshaimay (campaign for enrolment in
school) total 6325 parents (2675 females and 36&@spand 1292 children (551 boys
and 741 girls) participated during annual programimganised under this occasion.

FORMATION OF TALUKA AND DISTRICT LEVEL PARENT'S COMMITTEE :

Parents committees have been formed in 60 villaghsre the BVK centers are
functioning. These committees are formed to semesiie parents and play a supportive
role towards the activities conducted by childrente centers. The capacity of the
Parent's Committee members was built through anitrgi to explain the role and
responsibility of the members of committee fronefiregion.

WORKING WITH PARENTS:

In all 431 meetings cum training were held withgras — individual, village and district
level was done with the parents in last six monbifferent topics were covered during
these meetings cum training, such as, need foragidug child development, government
schemes related to education and child developnaetitye participation of people for
child development and rights, government’s roled eesponsibilities for ensuring child
rights and curbing child marriages, child trafficgiand child labour.

The parents participated in children camp, visig@thganwadi to check registration of
birth and death, and government run schools to kcls#ciation of midday meal and

regularity of the teachers at schools, starteddination with talati and ICDS for getting

anganwadi in the respective village. They alsaetstair price shop for ensuring families
having ration card and adequate food grain areiluliséd, etc.

In Bhachau and Rapar taluka, a survey was carugdoofind extent of migration and
number of families migrates to work on salt panfields for cotton crop as labourer.

WORK UNDERTAKEN BY PARENT’'S COMMITTEE :

The Parent’s Committee focused on enrolment camp@igthe new academic year and
challengingdiscriminatory practices in school. The parents mittee focused on effective
functioning of school, monitoring of schemes impé&ned by the Government,
monitoring of food security through public distrtimn system, and capacity building of
parents committee.

Outcome of the activities carried out with parents
Application of mini aanganwadi is prepared for 1Mages namely, Ekalvandh,
Lakhapar, Godpar, Bhasvav, Cheravandh, SurajbarBluichau, Suvaivadi area,
Gogavandh, Ganeshpura, Momayadhar and Shraneshwapar. ICDS programme
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officer was contacted at the first place; with bisidance application of these 12
villages was prepared by the parents. A resolutias passed by the respective village
panchayat and submitted to the government for amadinallocation.

Parents got information about expenditure and penaf construction of the primary
school from VEC members in Vandhiya village of Bhag.

Members of parents committee approached local Mhé asked for construction of
approach pucca road to the village in Rapar taluka.

Parents of Nandasar, Gogavandh, Trikamnagar anch&rendh of Rapar visited the
school and checked teacher’s attendance. Pareptsted this to CRC. Teacher
promised to be regular in the school after thicpdure.

Health workers have become regular in the villagfeRapar and Bhachau taluka with
social audit by the parents.

Problem of irregularity of mid day meal was solmdintervention of parents in Ner
and Amrutpar village of Bhachau.

Participation of dalits has increased in variousces and forums, e.g. a man and a
woman were included in VEC of Chala village of V&luka; dalit children have
started going to school of Kunda village of Vawia after having surety by the
principal for non-discrimination; a dalit man iscaordinator of mid day meal in
Vonghda village primary school; dalit children hastarted taking midday meal in
different schools of Vav taluka with non-dalit ahién.

The land allotted under Land Ceiling Act to sevamilies of Koli and Dalits in
Vandhiya and Godpar village in Bhachau but wastraotsferred to their names in last
decade. Land was transferred on their names afirtacting talati-sarpanch and
initiation process after collecting required docutse

In all 40 houses of Hanjiyavandh has received ettt due to intervention with the
concerned authority.

THE M AJOR LEARNING AND ACHIEVEMENTS OF BVK CHILDREN

1. Values internalised Hygiene, equality, Gender equality, Disciplinearte work,
Implementation of learning mutual respect and resdpect.
2. Knowledge gained Seasons, calendar, Festivals, debates on different

contemporary subjects, map reading, logistics, geraowledge of surrounding
as well as social studies etc.

3. Leadership Many rallies on different festivals & human rightdated topics were
carried out where the BVK children exhibited leadigp & initiative by holding
the flags, shouting slogans & maintaining teamitspir

QuALITIES DEVELOPED AMONG BVK CHILDREN

Grasping of subjects

Communication skills

Writing skills

Competitive spirit during events.

Exposure to events developed sharpness and maturity

Maturity to take care of younger siblings.

Have become role model for younger children indillage.
Most parents felt proud of their children’'s pamp@&iion & their ability to express,
communicate with fearlessness and generally beyhapp

DELIGHTING OUTCOMES OF PROGRAMME :
Large number of parents and children participatedarious events — carrying out
activities, contributing in form of resources, tiged energy is commendable.
5 women from Kutch participated in the play thusdking age old tradition of staying
behind the door/ veil.
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During ‘campaign for education’, the villagers tothe responsibility of providing
snacks and facilities to as many as 200 — 300qyaetit

About 20% children under the guidance of teacheasik the skill of running the BVK
and handling of the responsibility of younger ctelal

In children fairs, the older children taught eatheo & the younger ones. For eg: the
making of a Bandhani was demonstrated & carriecoguhe children.

TEACHERS' TRAINING

The BVK activity hinges upon the effective disposttuties by the BVK teachers. In this
regard, their training needs assume paramount tapee. Given that the ultimate aim of
the activity is to foster counter — ideology anditer — socialization for the children of
the marginalised groups.

The content of the training given to the BV teasheere a mix of the following: (a) Child
psychology; (b) Values — social, moral and humai;Social reality; (d) Cultural reality
and its analysis; (e) Confidence building and peatity development; and (f) Non —
formal education methods.

The teachers had a twin role to play which theystidstantially:
Firstly, to initiate the process if unlearning tladready internalised notions of
inferiority and inability and furthermore, to irate the adoption of new ways of
perceiving, thinking, behaving to the environmend do critique the stimuli award
them.
Secondly, to play the role of child rights actigigt the area - in this role, they have to
facilitate children to be future leaders and idgnssues related to education rights of
these children.

Generally, training and sharing during meetingstew@ ways for capacity building of the
teachers, which have proven effective with thermesehefforts have resulted into positive
changes in teachers’ lives and personalities,tkay. are able to shed inhibitions imposed
with caste ideology; have learnt to deal with ct@liland are able to perform effectively;
are able to interact with the parents — for extgjrchild psychology and parenting.

OTHER TRAININGS:

1. Training for team was organized or"2829" January 2008 regarding Right To Information
Act (RTIA) and its use, and National Rural Employtn@uarantee Act (NREGA).

2. Training on ‘Disability and Development’ by Handgeed International during 16-
14" Feb '08 at BSC.

3. A workshop on ‘data analysis’ on"i%eb '08.

4. Attending BAAG rally and sammelan at Ahmedabad 6 Beb '08 on the issues of
child labour, ensuring primary education, etc.

5. A training on land laws and procedures for possessver land allotted under land
Ceiling Act in Gujarat on3- 5" at Vav office of BDS

NETWORKING WITH NGO AND GOVERNMENT :

Collaboration and networking with NGOs and govemnitas taken place on different issues.

With the Government
Application has been forwarded for new aanganwadialuka level (Rapar and
Bhachau) and ICDS, Bhuj. Application has been foded for management of
aanganwadi in Rapar and Bhachau talukas.
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Application for the special school (for child lalsphas been submitted to the authority
i.e. Additional labour in charge, Gandhi Ashram.
We approached the district level coordinator urtsi@nva Shiksha Abhiyan (SSA) for
admission of girls of the Dalit families who fleleeir village in Vav taluka. In all 13
Dalit girls (of Tharad and Moti Pavad in BanaskantBhimagam in Vav, Balasar in
Rapar and Chobari in Bhachau) were admitted toufbatGanghi Vidyalay KGVB, a
residential school) at Moti pavad village and ke do pursue their education.
District primary education officer has been appheatwith the complaint of school
teacher who were irregular or not attending Ddditdren in the school.
The child rights movement forged links with orgaatians and networks like: Yuva,
MARAG, Gramswaraj, and AWAG to conduct study of tient of child labour and
nature of child labour in Rapar and Bhachau taluka.
The parent committee and the community members thegeforged links with
Government for arresting child labourers in Rapad 8hachau taluka and demanded
implementation of boarding school for children afrilies from migrant families.

Coordination with NGOs
Shaishav, Bhavnagar: Inspirational tour for chidghts
Lokmitra — Dhedhudi: Regarding creative activities
GSS — Marag: Advocacy on child labour issue
Mabhila Samakhya: for admitting girls in KGB.

WORKING FOR ‘RIGHTS OF CHILDREN’
These activities are carried out in 360 villagesVai/, Tharad, Dhanera, Palanpur and
Vadgam taluka in Banaskantha district.

Children's rights are defined in numerous waysjuiiog a wide spectrum of civil,
cultural, economic, social and political rightsgRis tend to be of two general types: those
advocating for children as autonomous persons uhedaw and those placing a claim on
society for protection from harms perpetrated oitdotn because of their dependency.
These have been labeled as the right of empoweramehas the right to protection.

To promote and protect child rights by achievingnowunity based rights, various
activities are carried out in 100 villages of 5uta@ (Dhanera, Palanpur, Tharad, Vav,
Vadgam) of Banaskantha district. For example, engudood security through social audit
of fair price shops and ensuring adequate food Iguemsuring regularity of mid-day-
meal at the primary schools and nourishment thdroaigganwadi in the villages. The
marginalised communities, especially dalits in Bskaetha have been a focus of the work.
Activities have been organised around right to atioq, right to food, right to housing,
right to employment (under NREGA), right to heattlre and access to common property
resources.

Multi-pronged strategies are employed — spreadivaraness on the issue, mobilising and
organising youth, networking with Buniyadi Adhik#&ndolan, Gujarat (BAAG) and
conducting trainings.

RIGHT TO EDUCATION
' ! # ! $'
C # ! # !
1 $
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Village level meetings and social audit through tjogroups have borne results like
teacher attend dalit children in the class bettentbefore and fear among dalit
children is reduced as strong action is taken tdsvamulprits in discrimination or
harassment cases. Participation of dalit childr@vehincreased in programmes of the
school.

Quality and quantity of mid day meal is increasedlmost 40 anganwadi and school
of active villages.

Parents have become sensitive and developed uaddirsgj of importance of
education for children and they are also awareeaisons of school drop-out in
Hardevasana, Nagarpura and Dhota villages.

Total of 216 MTAs, PTAs, VECs were sensitized.

Campaign for enrolment in the school has ensurediraent of 2427 boys and 2152
girls in these villages and 699 drop out studengsewe-enrolled in schools for the
year 2007. Children were admitted to school in Bages by MTA, PTA, VEC and
Yuva Groups.

WORK DONE FOR MAKING ICDS (AANGANWADI ) ACTIVE :
In all 40 anganwadis are made active in which pgegmvomen and lactating mothers are
regularly checked up. Regular health check-up dfgWVaccination, measuring weight
and analyzing category of malnutrition is done tagy in the anganwadis. Meeting was
held at taluka level with ICDS programme officerdaanganwadi staffs in which 150
women were present. Parents were made aware andatedtto ask for quality and
guantity of food with reference to malnutritiondghildren in anganwadi.

Benefit of free medicine was given to 30 pregnaoimgn.

36 anganwadi were made to function actively.

19 new aanganwadis were got sanctioned in the asegsvernment.

RIGHT To Foob —RATION CARD CAMPAIGN
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Weight of mal-nutrition's children was measuredutagy and they were given double
guota for breakfast.

Out of 616 children, 117 children got rid of maltrition.

Fair Price Shops are made active in 27 villages

1356 applications were submitted to issue new Ratards.

The Process to get 916 APL cards, 76 BPL cardgl@mshtyodaya cards was started.
People submitted complains as sufficient quanfitshimgs were not arranged in ration
shops and made the PDS shop organizer to resign.

WoRK DONE UNDER N.R.E.G.A.
The information of NREGA scheme was spread andggapda in villages of 12 talukas
of the district distributing 20,000 leaflets. Awaess was brought in villages regarding
implementation by contacting people and conduatmegtings. More than 3000 applicants
were assigned work under this scheme. Taluka grojéicer was contacted for effective
implementation, supervision and control of work eéorWorkshop was arranged in
coordination with the district village developmeas$sociation of 8 talukas (Vadgam,
Palanpur, Disa, Diyodar, Tharad, Vav, Dhanera, iJ&tsbhar). More than 1200 people
participated and received information about the.AResearch survey was done in
coordination with CFDA, Ahmedabad for implementatiof NREGA in 5 villages of
Tharad taluka namely Nagala, Dodgam, Chudmer, JredaBhapi. The research report
was prepared on the basis of data gathered regargustice faced by applicants in work
completed. Strategy for Advocacy is planned to gmeshis report to state government to
take some action for shortcomings in this Act. Hegreimplementation of NREGA has
contributed to reduction in out-migration and eesuincome (100 days) per dalit family.
This has resulted into better standard of livingha# children. Migration has reduced to
some extent which has reduced the problems of mmgrgparents to educate their
children.

Applications were submitted for job cards in arol8@d villages and in 233 villages

applicants got job cards.

NREGA job work was assigned and Work started iwiB@ges.

Understanding about the NREGA scheme was develapezhg the communities by

distributing 3000 leaflets.

The Statements to demand work under NREGA was oot Gram Panchayats in 62

villages.

RIGHT TO ACQUIRE HEALTH FACILITIES

Regular visit were made to PHC of every clustempgat was built with Doctor, Nurse
and PHC staff to collect information of facilitieavailable. The equipments like
Ambulance, Stretcher and tools for minor operatidnich were not available in the PHC
were demanded. Fellows in Vav taluka coordinateti WHCs and stopped bogus degree
holder doctors from practicing. Propaganda of Malaamps to get treatments in critical
situation was conducted. Spraying of medicine imrdmation with PHC, to reduce
mosquitoes was done at village level. In the sibmadf heavy rainfall, health facility was
availed by sending faxes to the Government Healthbatments and immediate help in
the villages which were difficult to access in hgamain situations e.g. villages of
Dantiwada, Disa, Vav and Danta taluka. PHC wereavaudive in 6 talukas namely, Gola,
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Jalotra, Vav, Tharad, Hadad and Jeetpur. Childognihge facility in the village after these
PHC started functioning.

Regular vaccination to children and pregnant womatone in 36 villages.

Training is being imparted every month to the asloéat girls in 36 villages

1788 pregnant women were included in Health chgxk u

1502 children received regular Heath check-ups.

Health committee is active in 9 villages.

1280 applicants got benefit from the Governmeneswds “Janani suraksha” - mother

security

713 applicants got benefit from Valia prosperitheme (Valia Samruddhi yojna).

819 applicants got benefited from the Governmehésw “Chiranjivi yojna”

FORMATION AND CAPACITY BUILDING OF YUVA M ANDAL
150 Yuvak Mandals were formed in 6 talukas for §8ative functioning of youths in the
villages. Intensive processes were done with 18aKuMandals at village level regarding
ration card campaign, BPL card issues and impleatient of NREGA scheme. An
important role was played by Youth groups in thiteation of heavy rainfall in Vav and
Vadgam taluka. 50 youngsters were prepared to goefef work in Surat. Youngsters
submitted a memorandum at taluka level regardingy B issues and they were able to
create considerable pressure, the effect of whickeen in Palanpur, Vadgam and Vav
talukas. Youngsters of Merwada, Sadarpur, SandiBygchli, Janawada, Samsherpura
are successful in creating pressure in gram pathayd schools at village level.

Formation of Yuva Mandal in 300 villages.

120 men and women were sensitized.

Members of Yuva Mandal started supervising andngkiare of school, anganwadi

and PHC.

Yuva Mandal participated in "let us go to schodtrpaign.

L AND OWNERSHIP RELATED
600 applications of residential plots were saneiibm Vadgam taluka. Because of which
1200 children could got shelter (If we count 2 dfeh on average per application). Standard
of living of children has improved due to financ&hpowerment on acquiring land under
land ceiling. Total 8 families in Baradvi villagené one family in Diyodar village have
acquired land.
3250 applications were submitted for residentiatl916 of them were allotted plots.
2850 applications to acquire cultivable land werersitted.
165 applications were submitted to demand for cternam/graveyard.
44 families got cultivable land.
Statement of demand made in 48 villages againsip@®a’ (memorandum) of Gujarat
government regarding uncultivated land. 500 peppiticipated in burning ‘paripatra’
(memorandum) at district level.
In 6 cases, women acquired land in their own names.

ACTIVITIES WITH WOMEN

Participation of women has increased in programmeanged by the organization/
cooperative. Almost 9000 women of 6 talukas haveigpated at taluka/district/state
level meetings / programmes. Awareness has inaleabeut education and health of
women. Women present their matter regarding edutadf their children in school.
Understanding about child rights has developedyTdre sensitized towards daughter’s
education and daughters also are admitted to ssh@dédmen have started raising their
voice for the issues of their children. Voices wesesed against incidents of injustice,
harassment, differentiation with women. Dalit wonveere nominated at gram panchayat
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and taluka level elections. Daniben of Majadardktigally so empowered with leadership
that she can fight with non-dalits of her villaghe has also contested in village election.
Programmes in 60 villages about abortion of fenfates and domestic violence were
conducted. Facility of Health Check-ups is receibgd®13 women through health camps.

ADDRESSING AND TAKING ACTIONS AGAINST ATROCITIES

During the end of the year 2006-2007, more than G&8es of harassment are being
recorded at district organization. Cases includassment, beating, murder, rape, teasing,
harassment by officers (forest department), castilmation, etc. Almost 55 cases are
recorded between the years 2005 to 2006. BSC emtito follow up with the police and
court procedure and presents the matter with aaleajiproach.

Carelessness of the government is observed in semgitive issues of harassment like
murder, rape, differentiation at collective levgating, damage to property on large scale,
etc. Effort is made to influence harassing cashoee social fear from the victims and
make police procedure effective.

PEOPLE'S PARTICIPATION

During the ‘Equal education rally’ conducted in &dlages with night stay; people

arranged for boarding and lodging. More than 5080pte attended the programme in
Vadgam, Tharad, Vav and Palanpur Taluka of BandBkadistrict. Almost 500 people

participated in rally of Nafer in Ahmedabad. 150mend women participated in "Beti

Bachao" (save the girl child) campaign organized®jgetna”. 150 people participated in
torch rally. 60 people participated in sammelatvigharta vimukt’ community.

L ESSONSL EARNT AND PLANNING

Based on sharing and reporting, we have learntpdanthed the following strategies and

activities for effective functioning of the programe:
Teacher’s regularity, virtues etc are equally int@or and therefore we need to control
their mobility and understand the situation in looantext. Facilitating the teachers in
this context is an integral part of the programme.
Explore other alternatives to increase people’strdmrtion to support children’s
activities. Mobilising parents and greater intei@td are necessary and therefore
series of village level meetings and trainings Wwél organized. Such measures in turn
will make parents’ committees effective at villagguka and district levels.
Deal with adolescent children with broader perspecttry to understand their needs,
seeing them as future youth and proving necessgyost, explain their role as youth
in near future to take up village level activitiess.
To network with all those organizations who work ébild labour. This initiative will
address problems of migrating parents and theilden in all taluka as well as
education of these children through special schagtported by the government.
Collaboration with the government agencies for etioa, child labour problems, etc.
is necessary and therefore close contact with cordeauthority should be given
priority.
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With change in mission statement in 2001, BSC basded on human rights but the
Human Right Cell cam into existence much lated. thign, the activities for legal
awareness, legal support and action for gettinicgi$or Golana victims are milestones of
BSC's activities. The Golana murder case was foagBessions to Supreme Court.

The legal cell based at BSC was initiated by thizeBi's Initiative (CI) to respond to the
unprecedented state-sponsored killings during camaimiots in Gujarat in 2002. The battle
for Cl was to achieve justice as well as a struggltefend democracy, its institutions and the
constitution. The Cl responded with a three-prorgieategy of intervention: humanitarian aid
to the victims, representation of the facts arional and international level through
constant compilation and dissemination of infororatand a systematic effort to assist the
victims and the Muslim community in their strugtgbesecure justice. The Cl facilitated a
number of fact-finding missions including the NaaHuman Rights Commission (NHRC)
to ascertain the nature and extent of the killingge and other forms of violence; and to
inquire into the allegations of state complicithelfindings are widely known and
disseminated far and wide through various rep@nm of the immediate need of Cl was to
meet with for legal support e.g. to lodge necessamyplaints against the Police officers
themselves as well as the local politicians.
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THE ‘GOOD GOVERNANCE' WAS ACHIEVED REMARKABLY THROUGH USE OF RIGHT TO
INFORMATION ACT (RTIA), SOCIAL AUDIT, ADVOCACY AND COLLECTIVE ACTIONS |,
ESPECIALLY FOR AND BY DALITS BUT HAS ALSO MAKE A DENT ON POLICY STRUCTURES

AND ITS FUNCTIONING .

RESURVEY OF DALIT FAMILIES AND IDENTIFICATION OF BPL FAMILIES IN 585

VILLAGES ;

USeD RTIA FOR INFORMATION ON VILLAGE LEVEL DEVELOPMENT PLANN ING AND
IMPLEMENTATION , FOR EXAMPLE, ILLEGAL MINING WAS STOPPED , EQUIPMENTS
WERE SEALED AND POLICE AS WELL AS LEGAL ACTIONS WER E TAKEN AGAINST MLA
AND MP OF PORBANDAR TALUKA . SIMILARLY , STATE-WIDE COLLECTIVE ACTIONS
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TOOK PLACE TO OPPOSE AND ERADICATE GOVERNMENT RESOLUTION (GR) ON USE
OF WASTELAND FOR CORPORATE FARMING AND MANUFACTURIN G UNITS. ADVOCACY
THROUGH STATE LEVEL NETWORK OF NGOS AND PROTEST ACTIVITIES LIKE
DHARNA, RALLIES HAVE BEEN SUCCESSFUL IN PRESSURISING GOVERNMENT TO
WITHDRAW THE GR.

THE SOCIAL AUDIT RELATED ACTIVITIES WERE CARRIED OUT  WITH THE FOCUS ON
SOCIAL JUSTICE THROUGH JAN SUNVAI (PUBLIC HEARING ), BUDGET ANALYSIS, BUDGET
PLANNING AND IMPLEMENTATION AT VILLAGE LEVEL . EXAMINING IMPLEMENTATION OF
DEVELOPMENT WORK IN THE VILLAGE AS AGAINST BUDGET A LLOCATION FROM BLOCK
AND / OR DISTRICT PANCHAYAT AND CONCERNED GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT WAS TH E
ENTRY POINT FOR SOCIAL AUDIT AND WE LEARNT THAT WE NEED TO DO A LOT OF
GROUND WORK FOR SUCH ACTIVITIES AND THEREFORE WE CO ULD CONDUCT PUBLIC
HEARING ON A VERY SMALL SCALE (16 VILLAGES ). HOWEVER, AS A RESULT, ABOUT 60
PERCENT PROBLEMS OF NON-IMPLEMENTATION OF DEVELOPMENT WORK WERE DEALT
ON THE SPOT.
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