Savings [ Credit Coopratives

omen’s
Empowerment
in Gujarat

Jacinta Canis

Robert Arockiasamy

Jimmy C. Dabhi




1‘7,
k
] §?

About the Book

Gandhi visualized cooperatives as an alternative development paradigm. Baring a few financial scams
involving some cooperatives in recent years, a number of them have been catering to the urban elite,
rather successfully. Over the years, attempts have been made by the government as well as Non
Government Organizations (NGOs) to use Cooperative as organisational instrument to empower the
marginalised women in Gujarat with a mixed bag of success and failures. This research based book
focuses on the savings and credit cooperatives of Tribals, Dalits and Muslims supported by a few NGOs
and Church groups with a view to organize and empower these women.

This book highlights the role of these women’s cooperatives in empowering women in their economic,
social and political life. The book has examined the extent to which their objectives are met and the
contribution the cooperatives have made in lives of women, the marginalised communities they come
from and gender relationship. Evidence indicates that cooperatives have provided the necessary impetus
for economic wellbeing and human development in a society where women are discriminated against
on the basis of caste, gender, class and religion. Women’s experiences suggest that engagement with
cooperatives has facilitated them to access sites of power and further create spaces to exercise power
to empower themselves and their communities.
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